23/ 09/ 1998

Reasons for ex-DPM s arrest under | SA

The following is an edited version of Prime Mnister and Umo President
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad's Press conference at his office yesterday.

"Thank you for your presence this afternoon. Actually, | should have had
this Press conference yesterday (Sept 21) after the neeting of the Supremne
Counci| of Umo. But because of the Commobnweal t h Ganes cl osi ng cerenony
was not able to neet the Press.

"I want to informyou that the Suprene Council net yesterday to be
bri efed on what has happened in Kual a Lunpur, particularly with regard to
the arrest of Datuk Seri Anwar (lbrahim and the reasons for the arrest.

"OF course this may not be believed by certain nenbers of the Press who
assurme that | ama dictator who wants to arrest my potential rival. To
t hose who believe that, it is really not worthwhile for ne to explain
because no matter what | say, that will still be the concl usion.

"It is a fact that he was allowed to break the law many tines by hol di ng
illegal nmeetings and rallies. He was not arrested. But the climx cane on
Sunday when he instigated his followers to riot, to be violent and to
attack certain places.

"It is clear that he was working up enotions in order to devel op the
situation that was found in | ndonesi a when these people rioted daily and
tried to obstruct the normal life in the city. They hope that with that
they can overthrow the Governnment, in particular overthrow ne, which is
not of great consequence anyway, since | amalready 73 years old and |
can't last forever.

"But the fact is that he urged themto do danmage to the peace and order
inthe city and there is evidence also that he is trying to do the sane in
ot her parts of the country.

"As you know his people broke into the Umo buil ding and destroyed
pi ctures of past leaders in the nuseum This is, of course, sonething that
Umo nenbers will not do. They may not |ike the | eaders, but they are
party nmenmbers and will not do danage to what belongs to the party.

"But as you know, they broke in and tore the picture of past |eaders of
Umo. And then they marched towards ny house. What their intentions were
when they marched to ny house was is sonething that | cannot be sure
about, but they there were tal ks anong t hem about burning the house or
somet hing |ike that.

"It is obvious that fromnerely talking to his followers, in his house
as well as el sewhere, he has now deci ded to becone a rabbl e-rouser rebel -
rouser who wants to instigate violence.

"And, of course, he had to do it on Sunday, partly because of the
confessions of these two persons with whomhe had committed sodony. Al so
because the Commobnweal th Ganes was were on and the police were preoccupied
with | ooking after the Cormonweal th Ganes that was were goi ng on.

"Al so because he felt that the presence of a |arge nunber of foreign
journalists woul d be good for his cause. O course, his guess was right,
this has now spread throughout the world, that | have now becone a
dictator. W have at | east one Prinme Mnister who said that | have becone
a dictator ... an elected dictator of course.

"The whole idea is to damage the i nage of the country, create a | oss of
confidence, prevent Ml aysia frombeing stable, etc.

"The police had to act. It is their intention, according to them that
they want to arrest himand charge himin the normal court of law It was



not their intention to arrest hi munder the Internal Security Act.
However, because of his incitenment to violence, they had to take himin
earlier than they proposed because they thought they woul d want to get
nmor e evi dence agai nst him

"So they have now arrested himunder the I SA but | believe it is their
intention to bring himbefore the courts and charge himin the normnal
manner. This is sonething that Anwar does not want. He does not want to
face an open court and be tried. He wants to be arrested under the | SA so
that he can accuse the CGovernnent of being oppresive, oppressive,
dictatorial, etc.

"H's own followers had made sure that the due process of |aw cannot be
carried out by having denonstrations, especially in front of the courts of
|l aw. The fact that this kind of thing will get a lot of publicity
el sewhere is al so sonething he would likes |ike to see

"Anwar's greatest fear is that he will be charged in court because then
all the things that he had done will be reveal ed and all the w tness
witnesses will be able to appear to give evidence.

"These witnesses are different fromothers. They will have to give
evidence which in a way will bring shane to thensel ves. Anwar's greatest
hope is that they will not tell their stories, because to do so will bring
shane to thenselves. He was relying on that.

"But he did not expect that his own adopted brother and his friend will
come out in the open and nake this statement. They made this statenent
because | believe the police, who are Muslins, and those know edgeabl e
about Islam pointed out to themthat what they committed was a great sin
and punishable in the after-life and that they need to repent and recant.

"But it would seemthat they decided that they should come clean, even
at the risk of being jailed for or abetting in an act of sodony, even at
the risk of their families being shamed by their confessions.

"What they said was the absolute truth. Anwar has not sworn in
the nosque as he claimed. Wiat he did was just to say "I swear." And that
i s not good enough

"The fact is that the man had for years been nmasqueradi ng as a religious
person and yet had been committing these things, not today, not yesterday
but for years.

"A man |ike that who appears to be religious, but in fact is not
religious at all, is quite capable of swearing in a nosque, know ng ful
wel | that what he was swearing was not the absolute truth.

"There are other exanpl es of people who will make speedy definitions in
order to say that what they say is true, technically or even religiously.
So | don't put much value to Anwar's swearing in the nosque.

"I amsorry to say this about this (forner) deputy of mne, whom!| had
mysel f chosen to be nmy successor and groomed to succeed ne.

"I had taken himin 1982, bring brought hi mup and hel ped hi mal ong
until he overtook many people who are veterans in the party. He overtook
t hem and went ahead of themand was all set to becone the Prine Mnister
after ne.

"And yet, when | discovered he was guilty of something that | cannot
forgive, sonething that the Ml aysi an soci ety cannot accept, whether
Musl i ms or non-Mislins, action has to be taken

"Action has to be taken against a person whom| had regarded as a
friend, a colleague and to a certain extent as ny protege. Because this
man cannot be allowed to becone a | eader in a country like this.

"I conveyed this to the menbers of the suprene council and they agreed
wh with the line of action that has been taken. O course there were
pl ans to di srupt Sukom Last night they were there, but not in such great
nunbers. "



(Bel ow is the questions and answers session in full.)
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